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See MESSAGE, page 2

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

Here we are, at 
the very start of 
a new year — 

2021. Looking back 
on 2020, well, it was 
quite a year! A year 
unlike any other that 
most of us have ever 
experienced. By most 
estimations, people would say it was 
a bad year, in view of the coronavirus, 
racial tensions and the great political 
divide.

Certainly there was some good news, 
wasn’t there? The crops were good 
and farmers could get them out 
of the field in a timely fashion. 
Families celebrated births, 
baptisms, confirmations and 
weddings.

2020 was a mix of good and bad, 
just like 2010, and 1990, and 
1920 and 1520. Pick a year! It 
doesn’t matter. There is always 
some bad — and sometimes very 
bad — in a certain year. There 
is always something good— and 
sometimes very good — in a 
certain year. Depending on one’s 
circumstances and point of view, 
our estimation of a particular 

year is dependent on what happened to 
us personally. 2021 will be the same.

What would happen if we would filter 
the days and years of our lives through 
the lens of God’s love for us? Listen to 
this deep and profoundly simple truth: 
“God is love.” That is from the beloved 
disciple and apostle of Jesus, John, 
written in 1 John 4:8.

How might this truth put 2020 and the 
new year in perspective? God is love! 
Love is God’s nature. It is true that He 
loves you. Now, maybe that truth is the 
one that is hardest to believe. It is hard 
to believe God personally loves you. I 

have a hard time sometimes believing 
that He loves me; I mean, I wouldn’t 
love me … flighty, weak-willed, 
greedy-for-attention old me! It was 
Groucho Marx, I think, who once joked, 
“I wouldn’t join any club that would 
have me as a member.”

But God says “I love you. You’re part 
of my club … even my family … my 
kingdom. I love you!” And exactly how 
much does God love you? We’ve just 
come off our Christmas celebration. 
Christmas is about the Son of God, Je-
sus, stepping down to love, way down, 
to a stable in Bethlehem. As if being 
wrapped in rags and placed in a feeding 
trough were not down enough, he 
descended even further to a degrading 
death, a bloody, screaming death. 

And remember, He did not stumble 
into a death like this. He was not the 
victim of uncontrollable circumstanc-
es, a kind of pawn of the Jews and the 
Romans. No, He volunteered for it. He 
willingly did this. He was in control. He 

said:
“No one takes my life from me; 
I lay it down of my own accord.” 
— John 10:18

He lays down His life for you, 
unworthy you and unworthy 
me — because He loves you and 
me. And we are forgiven forever 
through His loving sacrifice. I 
don’t know what a sinner you 
are as you read this on a cold 
winter’s day, but I know what 
a Savior He is, a loving Savior 
who is much bigger than your 

2020 and 2021… 

Through the 
lens of God’s love
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Call Information

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. David Strable, candidate, Indiano-

la, Iowa, accepted the call of pastor to 
Holy Cross/Trinity/Immanuel, Onida/
Blunt/Harrold, Nov. 18.

▶  Rev. David Warner, Office of Interna-
tional Mission, St. Louis, Mo., accepted 
a call of pastor to Our Redeemer/
Our Savior, Custer/Hill City,  
Dec. 1.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Samuel Thole, Peace, 

Brookings, assistant, 
received a call of associate 
pastor to St. Paul’s, Aber-
deen, Nov. 15.

DECLINED
Rev. Morgan Hamilton, Peace, Hurst, Tex-
as, declined the call of pastor to Bethesda, 
Hot Springs, Nov. 15.

Rev. Matthew Martin, Trinity, Reeseville, 
Wis., declined the call of pastor to Our 
Redeemer/Our Savior, Custer/Hill City, 
Oct. 21.

VACANCIES
▶ Aberdeen, St. Paul (assistant pastor)

▶ Bethesda, Hot Springs
▶ Leola, St. Paul
▶ Zion, Mitchell (associate pastor)

▶ Sioux Falls, Faith (associate pastor)

▶ Sisseton/Waubay, Emmanuel/
Zion
▶ White, Zion
▶  Winner/Hamill/Reliance, Christ/

Zion/Trinity

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

sin (and much bigger than any difficult 
circumstance this fallen world can 
throw at you). And He is Emmanuel, 
God with you now in 2021.

Hold on to the incredible love of God 
for you this new year, as His love holds 
on to you. God is love! Hold on to 
other truths, too — especially this one: 
If God loves you so much, then it is 
true, “for those who love God all things 
work together for good” (Rom. 8:28). 
Eternal good, mind you. For the good 
of your faith and your relationship to 
Him. So that you ultimately live with 
Him in the heaven He has planned for 
you and for all who trust Him.

A new year is here. You can be sure 
that 2021 will have its share of good 
and bad, as we humans ordinarily 
measure things, but the Newborn 
King, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
King of kings and Lord of lords, will 
be weaving His love and His plans into 
all of it.

Your servant in Christ 
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27

The congregations of First, Wall, 
and Emmanuel, Creighton, held 
their Fourth Annual Reforma-
tion Food Drive throughout 
October. The picture shows  
the food that was donated,  
structured to represent the  
two churches. 

The goal for the food drive was 
503 items representing the 503 
years since the Reformation. It is 
a friendly competition between 
the two congregations to help 
out the Country Cupboard Food 
Pantry. First donated 566 items, 
weighing 460 pounds. Emman-
uel donated 920 items weighing 
343 pounds. 

The food pantry helps many 
area residents by providing food 
year-round, and this will help 
greatly. Thank you to all who 
participated.

Congregations battle in 
Reformation 
Food Drive

Send submissions  
for the  
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.  

Black Hawk, SD 57718

The deadline for the  
March issue is Jan. 15. 
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On All Saints’ Day, Nov. 1, Risen Savior, 
Tea, dedicated chancel furnishings 
and paraments it received from First 
English Lutheran Church, Aurora. First 
English closed Oct. 18, but the congre-
gation graciously gave to Risen Savior 
its altar, pulpit, lectern, baptismal font, 
paraments and organ. God’s saints are 
to encourage one another, and that is 
certainly what the saints of First En-
glish have done for the saints of Risen 
Savior!

“Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are  
doing” (1 Thess. 5:11).

Blessings at  
Risen Savior, Tea

Along with dedicating gifts received from First English, Aurora, Rev. Jonah  
Domenichelli, Risen Savior pastor, installed members of the Altar Guild.

Boston, MA

Albion, IN
Oakland, MD

Linville, NCWaterloo, ILAngel Fire, NM

Forest Lake, MN Detroit, MI

Atlantic Mine, MI
Coeur D’Alene, ID

Asheville, NC

Richmond, VA

Baltimore, MD

Portland, OR

Chillicothe, OH

Henning, MN

Woodland Park, CO

Ramona, CA

New Orleans, LA

Find your opportunity to serve at lcms.org/servantevents.

New Haven, MO

St. Louis, MO

Caldwell, OH

ARE 
YOUREADY
TO    SERVE?
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Happy 2021!

God is blessing 
us with anoth-
er year to work 

for Him in the 
harvest fields. 

As we started 
2020, we did not 
know how many 
burdens we would 
carry and what 
changes were com-
ing. The COVID-19 
pandemic shook 
our world and our lives. I 
felt like I was in a time warp 
because nothing seemed 
normal. There was isolation, 
no graduation parties and no 
March Madness. 

Weddings were postponed 
and funerals were not the 
gatherings of family and 
friends as they should be. 
Zoom meetings and virtual 
school became the norm. It is 
amazing that God gave us the 
technological know-how to 
connect even when the pan-
demic forced us to physically 
stay apart. 

We learned how to attend 
church over Facebook Live. 
Facemasks and social distanc-

patty’s ponderings

Patty Peters
LWML South Dakota 
District President

The Chamberlain Zone held 
its Fall Rally on Oct. 10 via 
Zoom. Our zone counselor, 

Rev. Marcus Ring, led us in a Bible 
study on Job. We conducted zone 
business and I was re-elected as Cham-
berlain Zone president.

2020 has been a difficult year for our 
LWML groups and societies. Some of the groups are 
doing limited activities, while some are not meeting at all. 
We are praying that in 2021 we will be able to gather as 
one. The LWML of Zion Lutheran Church, Chamberlain, 
will host the 2021 Chamberlain Zone Spring Workshop. 

We are also looking forward to the district Spring Retreat, 
to be held April 23-24 at Peace Lutheran Church,  
Brookings. 

I am truly blessed to be working with the wonderful wom-
en and men of the LWML. May we continue to grow and 
share our blessings with others through our Lord Jesus. 

Your servant,
Susan Swanson • Chamberlain Zone President

It’s that time of year again: Society presidents and 
secretaries, please send your completed officer reports 
to your zone secretary by Jan. 15. 

Zone secretaries, please compile the society reports and 
send them to me by Feb. 1. Zone presidents and secretar-
ies, please complete the zone officer report form and send 
that to me by Feb. 1. 

I look forward to collecting these reports from you. You 
can find the forms by visiting sdlwml.org. Scroll to the 
bottom of the page and un-
der “Helps” click “LWML 
SD District Forms & Helps.” 
Scroll down to “Officer Report 
Forms.” Fill out the form and 
email it to me at heather.m.
miller2020@gmail.com, 
or send by postal mail to 
Heather Miller,  
1803 W. 10th Street, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104. 

I look forward to hear-
ing from you.

Heather Miller 
District Secretary

Chamberlain Zone report

Officer reports due

ing became our 
habits, whether we 
liked it or not. We 
did that for love of 
our neighbor. Even 
though we couldn’t 
be together, kind-
ness was shown 
in so many ways 
— teddy bears in 
windows, letters 
in the mail, music 
from porches.

We still have our faith, our 
churches, our Bibles, our Lord 
and Savior. We know that God 
is with us at all times and that 
He loves us so much that He 
sent Jesus to live, die and rise 
so that we can have eternal 
life. 

One way to be in the Word 
with our LWML sisters is 
to participate in the LWML 
prayer service that is held 
in February or March. You 
may find the prepared prayer 
service at lwml.org/prayer- 
service. This is a great oppor-
tunity to praise our Lord and 
pray together. 

May God bless our work for 
Him in 2021.

G
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Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer
LWML District  
Pastoral Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER
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If you drive by my house in January, you’ll notice that it looks 
a little different than most of the neighbors’ houses. Unlike 
many people on my block, I don’t take down my Christmas 

lights on Dec. 26, or on Dec. 27 either. I wait until at least Jan. 
6, and often leave them up for a couple of weeks longer. It’s not 
laziness that drives this decision. There is purpose to it.

For the secular world, the Christmas season runs from Black 
Friday to Christmas Day. But for the church, the season of 
Christmas begins on Christmas Day and runs for 12 days, cul-
minating in Epiphany on Jan. 6. On Epiphany, we observe the 
Magi visiting the child Jesus, and the appearance of the great 
star at Jesus’ birth. But Epiphany is much more than this. 
It begins the whole season that goes until Lent or pre-Lent, 
depending on which lectionary your church uses.

An “epiphany” is a manifestation or a 
revealing. During the season of Epipha-
ny, the Lord brings to our remembrance 
all the ways that the glory of Jesus was 
revealed to His people. Jesus’ glory as 
the Son of God was certainly revealed in 
the appearance of the star that led the 
Magi from the East to find Jesus, and 
worship Him and give Him gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. Jesus’ glory 
was also revealed in His Baptism, in 
the changing of water into wine at the 
wedding in Cana, in the transfiguration 
and in other miracles and signs that the 
church recalls during Epiphany.

I like to keep my Christmas lights 
shining a little bit longer because 
during Epiphany, the festival of lights, 
we remember that Jesus is no mere 
mortal. He is indeed “God of God, Light 
of light, very God of very God.” He has 
revealed His glory to us in many ways, 
but above all in His death and resur-
rection for our forgiveness, life and 
salvation. That’s the Good News we 
need to hear on Dec. 26, Dec. 27, Jan. 
6 and every day beyond as well. But in 
January, when much of the rest of the 
world is ready to put Christmas away 
until next year, I like to keep the lights 
on a little bit longer as a reminder to 
myself that the glory of Jesus that is re-
vealed for us in His love and forgiveness 
never gets put away. We have it with us 
all year long.

As you begin another new year, I pray 
that the Lord Jesus would bless you 
mightily by His grace, that you may see 
the glory that He has revealed to us in 
His blessed Word and Sacraments.

Christmas … all year long

2021 has arrived! We underwent many chang-
es and challenges last year. For me, a signifi-
cant challenge was the world of Zoom meet-
ings. I am sure you also had experienced new 
ways of connecting with family and friends. 

There were many events and meetings can-
celed last year. Emails were used to a great 
extent by the LWML South Dakota District 
Board of Directors to get information to our 
groups and societies. It is very helpful that we 
have a reliable email contact for your LWML 
group. Your group contact should have an 
active email account and they should check it 

regularly. The contact is encouraged to pass 
the information on to your LWML group in a 
timely manner. 

Be sure to include an email contact for your 
group and include it on your group officer 
report that is sent to your zone secretary. 

I look forward to seeing you in April for the 
district retreat. May the blessings of our 
Savior guide you, protect you and be with you 
throughout 2021.

God’s blessings,
Susan Swanson • VP of Communication

Group contact 
email needed

G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es



6 / SOUTH DAKOTA

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Continued on next page

By Joe Emery

To receive a gift is not something I 
would expect to need faith for, as 
Pastor Chris wrote in wrapping up 

last month’s article, unless we redefine 
what a gift is. Webster’s dictionary 
defines “gift” as: 

▶  A notable capacity, talent, or  
endowment

▶  Something voluntarily transferred 
by one person to another without 
compensation

▶ The act, right, or power of giving

A few “gift” options in the Bible are 
grace, wealth (and the enjoyment 
of and the loss of said wealth), pain, 
health (and the loss of said health), 
suffering, persecution, our children, all 
our days, and so much more. I’d love to 

say this is a “circle-the-best answer(s)” 
list. But it’s not. They are all “gifts” … 
redefined.

Most of us have said and heard others 
say what a gift children are. We have 
told our children how wonderful of a 
gift from God they are. And while I 
admittingly do not always feel this way 
on a daily basis, we absolutely know 
this to be true.

But to see it that way has required a lot 
of that faith Pastor Chris was writing 
about. It was easy for my wife and I to 
openly receive God’s gift of our four 
children in 2005, 2006, 2008 and 
2012. It was not so easy, however, to 
receive the Down syndrome of our 
firstborn son or the life-threatening 
heart disease of our daughter as a “gift.” 

In fact, you could say that was the last 
thing on our minds.

Living with suffering
It was not so easy to watch the dreams 
we had for our family and our kids 
change so dramatically, or to watch our 
daughter go into heart failure and take 
more trips to the hospital than we care 
to count. It was not so easy to see God’s 
gift as we were involved with speech 
therapy, occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, special education and the Birth 
to 3 program; only to wrap those up 
after three years with our son and start 
over with cardiothoracic and pulmo-
nary procedures and visits to the ER 
and ICU with our daughter.

And it certainly was not easy to watch 
our gifts from God all but disappear as 
we lost all our income for three years. 
We fell deeply into debt from a failed 
business and racked up huge sums in 
credit-card debt. We relied heavily on 
gift cards to fill the gas tank and food 
stamps to humbly put food on the 
table. We watched our home go into 
foreclosure, battled off six lawsuits, lost 
friendships and pathetically prayed 
whimpers of desperation rather than 
bold confidence of expectation, if we 
prayed at all. We were the dogs licking 
the scraps from the master’s table, not 
the heirs of our King’s throne.

Until, that is, I could find a way to 
redefine “gift.” And I believe to do that 
we must be able to see one of God’s vast 
but often overlooked characteristics: 
His redemptive nature. We read and 
know from Rom. 8:28 that God works 
for the good of those who love him. We 
read of Job, who in the face of utter 
despair, just short of death itself, did 
not anger in his sin, nor did he curse 
God as his wife suggested. Job accept-
ed loss after gain, and ultimately saw 
God’s redemptive nature at work in his 
own life. 

But have you ever noticed, of the 42 
chapters and 1,068 verses in Job, only 
the last eight are about God’s redemp-
tive work? Not until Job 42:10 do we 
read how God “made it right” for Job. 
But what we so often fail to realize is 

GIFTS  
 from the 

LORD
Even when it’s hard to see it this 
way, God is working for good

The Emery children, 
from left, Ethan, 
Mycajah, Brinton, 
and Christian.

Dear friends in Christ,
As I continue to invite people to share their life stories, I am excited to say that 
there are many to be told. This month, my friend Joe Emery shares a bit of his story 
of life. Joe and I attended Concordia University Wisconsin together decades ago, 
and used to spend time imagining where we would be “in the future,” and how life 
would unfold. As you will see, he has been blessed to live the unexpected. 
Your friend and fellow worker • Pastor Chris Navurskis
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that God took the other 1,060 verses to 
prepare Job for the last eight.

God is pleased to offer us gifts and to 
bless us beyond comprehension, to 
do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine, to give us what we need and 
what we want, just as he did with Job. 
But sometimes it takes over 99 percent 
of all of God’s other characteristics for 
us to faithfully receive His gifts, which 
have blessed us more than we could 
have ever asked or imagined.

Meet Christian 
Christian, our son with Down syn-
drome, is now 15. He is able to drive a 
go-kart like the best of them (until he 
has to brake … we are still working on 
that). He is active in Special Olympics 
basketball, track, flag football, bowling 
and he even medaled in state basketball 
and track competitions. He is excited to 
tell us the age he is turning for 364 days 
a year and is proud to show off all his 
muscles, especially after completing the 
obstacle course in our backyard.

He is compassionate and an amazing 
older brother to our foster kids. He 
dominates the dishes, and makes sure 
we know the details of every dish he 
cleaned. I knew the name of my first 
son would be Christian since attending 
Concordia University, and I could not 
possibly be more proud of the man and 
the God-loving, Satan-despising Chris-
tian he is today.

Meet Mycajah
We are now 10 years removed from 
Mycajah’s last open-heart surgery 
and if I didn’t mention it, you would 
have no idea she has only half a heart. 
I’m not just referring to her energetic 
personality, her zest for life and joy for 
friends, or that her questions about God 
and her faith remind me of the snow 
that attacks the windshield during a 
nighttime blizzard and there’s only your 
headlights to guide the way. I hold on 
tight and am amazed by the beauty of 
my daughter’s mind.

I am also referring to Mycajah being the 
only kid in the neighborhood who’s able 
to complete the whole obstacle course in 
the backyard, including the peg board. 
She beat the obstacle-course record at 

heart camp, moving so quickly that they 
had to scold the camp leader for not 
keeping up with her safety harness. She 
has tried dance, gymnastics and singing, 
and she’s finally “settled” on piano. So 
in about 20 years, when you see the first 
singing, female presidential candidate 
with a dual degree in mathematics and 

Mycajah, then 
and now. She 
was born with 
situs inversus 
(a condition in 
which organs 
in the chest 
and abdomen 
are positioned 
in a mirror 
image from 
their normal 
positions), but 
is now 10 years 
removed from 
her last open-
heart surgery.

Christian

theology working at NASA, don’t be 
surprised. You heard it here first.

Thanks be to God
Looking back, we are grateful for the 
unlimited support from friends, family, 
therapists and doctors who all helped 
Christian become the young man he is 
today. We are grateful we took the time 
to daily blog during Mycajah’s scariest 
days, because we were able to keep 
those who loved us intimately involved, 
informed and in prayer. We are grateful 
for those who donated gift cards and 
other resources, meals and time. We 
are grateful that our children have been 
intimately exposed to someone with 
special needs and have seen the reality 
of loss in proper perspective. And we 
are grateful for every other work of 
redemption that God has used us for, in 
which we will likely never hear about.

As we revel in the gift of all our chil-
dren, it is absolutely impossible for us 
to even begin to imagine all that God is 
accomplishing in our lives and the lives 
of those directly and indirectly touched 
by us. God has taken into account every 
decision, every factor, every account, 
every pain, every joy, every loss and 
every gift for every single person. 

For us to accept the gift of our children 
without accepting the whole gift, the 
redemptive gift, is to deny God His full 
ability to work in those last eight verses 
of our lives; which in reality began 
1,060 verses ago.

Rev. Chris Navurskis serves as pastor 
of Mount Calvary, Huron, and is life 
coordinator of the South Dakota 
District. He can be reached at  
pcnavurskis@gmail.com.
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Christ’s 
messengers
Seven youth and two adults 
met for an Ongoing Ambassa-
dors for Christ (OAFC) event 
on Nov. 14 at Mount Calvary, 
Brookings. 

After Bible study and training, 
three teams walked door-to-
door with the Good News of 
Jesus. The group knocked on 
114 doors and talked to 38 peo-
ple. When asked, “Why do you 
believe you will go to heaven?”:
▶  Fourteen said they were sure 

of going to heaven because 
of what Jesus did for them. 

▶  Five people said they would 
go to heaven because of their 
good works. 

▶  Nine people didn’t know how 
they would get to heaven.

▶  Ten people didn’t answer the 
question. 

Gospel and congregational 
materials were left at the 76 
places where nobody answered 
the door. 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
website, lcms.org, is a treasure trove 
of information and resources for 

LCMS workers and laity. If you haven’t vis-
ited it lately, take time to do so today. Here 
are just a few of the things you will find.

v  A daily Bible reading and devotion.

v Upcoming events on the Synod’s 
calendar.

v The latest stories from Reporter, the 
Synod’s official newspaper.

v Links to the latest Synod resources  
for both workers and laity, including  

 the Making Disciples for Life Internet  
   Resource Center.

v A link to the LCMS Locator, where you 

can find up-to-date information about LCMS 
churches, schools and workers.

At the top of the LCMS webpage is a search bar 
where you can enter exactly what you are look-
ing for, and below that are drop-down menus for 
various categories of interest, such as news, so-
cial issues, resources, worship and convention.

At the bottom of the page, you’ll find links to:
v The Lutheran Witness.

v  Lutherans Engage the World.

v  Concordia Publishing House.

v The Synod’s seven mission priorities, four 
international regions and auxiliary and partner 
organizations.

Visit your Synod today at lcms.org.

Did you know?

Johanna Steinlicht knocks on a door 
with hopes of initiating a conversation.

Rev. Matt Wurm (second from left) is 
pictured with the seven youth who 
talked to neighbors about the Good 
News of Jesus Christ for sinners.

The next OAFC events will be held from  
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.: 
• March 20 at Our Savior's Wilmot
• April 17 at St. Paul's, Aberdeen

All youth sixth-grade and older are invited 
to attend. For more information, contact 
Rev. Tim Koch at revtimkoch@gmail.com.


